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idle, serves certain ends, brings about effects fraught with
meaning. And when we can see all this we get the feeling
of having understood and explained something. Thus is
the need of science recognized.
When just now we likened the art-work to a tree growing
from the nourishing earth, we might with equal justice have
chosen the still more familiar metaphor of the child in its
mother's womb. But there is a certain lameness about all
comparisons; in places of metaphors, therefore, let us make
use of the more precise terminology of science, You will
remember that I decribed the work existing in statu nascendi
as an autonomous complex. This concept is used to
distinguish all those psychic formations which at. first are
developed quite unconsciously, and only from the moment
when they attain threshold-value are able to break through
into consciousness. The association which they then make
with consciousness has not the importance of an assimilation,
but rather of a perception; which means to say, that the
autonomous complex, although certainly perceived, cannot
be subjected to conscious control, whether in the form of
inhibition or of voluntary reproduction. The autonomy of
the complex reveals itself in the fact that it appears or vanishes
when and in such guise as accords with its own intrinsic
tendency; it is independent of the option of consciousness.
The creative complex shares this peculiarity with every other
autonomous complex. It is, moreover, at this point that the
possibility of an analogy with morbid psychic processes
presents itself, for the latter class (and mental disorders in
particular) are especially distinguished by the appearance
of autonomous complexes. The divine frenzy of the artist
has a perilously real relation to morbid states without being
identical with them. The analogy consists in the presence
of an autonomous complex. The fact of such a presence,
however, proves nothing either for or against the morbid
hypothesis, since normal men have also tp submit *either
temporarily or permanently to the tyranny of autonomous

